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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 76-145 were pending in the instant application at the time of the previous 
Office Action. By the latest amendment, filed September 21, 2006, claims 116-123 and 
132-145 have been cancelled, and new claim 146 added. Therefore claims 76-1 15, 
124-131 and 146 are pending and have been examined. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on September 21 , 2006 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of US Patent 6,282, 684has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, filed September 21 , 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 77-128 and 131-145 under 35 USC 112 and 35 USC 101 have been fully 
considered and, when taken together with the changes made to the language of the 
claims via the latest amendment filed are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Park, US 6,028,932. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 93, 94, 97, 98, 100-103, 124-126, and 129 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Park. 

As for claim 93, Park teaches an information signal reproducing device for 
reproducing information signals to which device-related information has been added 
(abstract, fig. 4 VCR A, VCR B, fig. 5: VCR set, col. 2 lines 59-67, col. 3 lines 1-23), the 
reproducing device comprising: device-related information obtaining means for 
obtaining device-related information related to the reproducing device for reproducing 
the information signals (col. 2 line 59 to col. 3 line 23); information signal input means 
for inputting the information signals (fig. 4, col. 4 lines 45-50); detecting means for 
detecting the device-related information added to the information signals from the 
information signal input means (fig. 6 element 10: Header Detector, col. 4 lines 8-15) ; 
determining means for determining whether the device related information from the 



Application/Control Number: 09/879,302 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2137 

device-related information obtaining means is consistent with the device-related 
information detected by the detecting means (fig. 6 element 20, fig. 9 element 20, col. 3 
lines 17-23); and control steep-means for prohibiting the reproduction of the information 
signals if the device-related information from the reproducing-side device-related 
information obtaining means is not consistent with the device-related information 
detected by the detecting means (col. 3 lines 17-23). 

As for Claim 98, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claim 93, further comprising information signal blocking means for blocking 
the reproduction of the information signals when the determined result from the 
determining means indicates that the device-related information from the device-related 
information obtaining means is not consistent with the device-related information 
detected by the detecting means (col. 2 lines 59-67, col. 3 lines 1-23). 

As for claim 101 , park teaches an information signal reproducing device for 
reproducing information signals to which device-related information has been added 
and which are recorded on a recording medium (abstract, fig. 4 VCR A, VCR B, fig. 5: 
VCR set, col. 2 lines 59-67, col. 3 lines 1-23), the reproducing device comprising: 
device-related information obtaining means for obtaining the device-related information 
related to the reproducing device for recording the information signals (col. 2 line 59 to 
col. 3 line 23); information signal reading means for reading the information signals from 
the recording medium (fig. 4, col.*4 lines 45-50); additional information detecting means 
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for detecting the additional information added to the information signals from the 
information signal reading means on the basis of the device related information 
obtained by the device-related information obtaining means (fig. 6 element 10: Header 
Detector, col. 4 lines 8-1 5); and control means for prohibiting the reproduction of the 
information signals if the additional information added to the information signals is not 
detected by the additional information detecting means (col. 3 lines 17-23). 

As for claims, 94 and 102, Park teaches the information signal reproducing 
device according to claims 93 and 101 , further comprising auxiliary recording medium 
setting means into which an auxiliary recording medium is set, wherein the 
device-related information obtaining means comprises means for obtaining the 
device-related information from the auxiliary recording medium set into the 
recording-side auxiliary recording medium setting means (fig. 4 "tape A" playback 
mode) 

As for claims 97 and 103, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claims 93 and 101 , wherein the additional information added to the 
information signals is generated by using the device-related information as an 
enciphering key to carry out enciphering (col. 6 lines 20-55) and wherein the additional 
information detecting means comprises means for detecting the additional information 
added to the information signals from the information signals reading means by using 
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the device-related information from the device-related information obtaining means as a 
decoding key to carry out decoding (col. 6 lines 20-55). 

As for Claim 100, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claim 93, wherein the device related information added to the information 
signals is superimposed on the information signals using a first code, and said detecting 
means comprises means for providing second code for providing code identical with 
said first code, and means for detecting the device-related information superimposed on 
the information signal by processing a detecting process using said second code (col. 3 
lines 1-23). 

As for claim 124-126, the claims are directed to the method of using the device of 
claims 101-103. Claims 124-126 recite substantially the same limitations as claims 101- 
103 and are therefore rejected on the same basis as are those claims. 

As for claim 129, the claim recites substantially the same limitations as claims 
101-103 and is therefore rejected on the same basis as are those claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



7. Claims 99, 104, 105, 127, 128, and 130 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Park. 

As for claim 99, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claims 93, but not further comprising informing means for informing a user 
that the information signals are not reproduced when the determined result from the 
determining means indicates that the device-related information from the 
reproducing-side device-related information obtaining means is not consistent with the 
device-related information detected by the detecting means. However official notice may 
be taken that the use of such a step is old and well known in the art. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate this step into the system of Park. It would be desirable to do so since this 
would aid in the user determination if the content is a valid copy or is an unauthorized 
copy. 

As for claim 104, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claim 101, but not further comprising information signal erasing means for 
erasing the information signals recorded on the recording medium when the additional 
information cannot be detected from the information signals by the additional 
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information detecting means. However Official Notice may be taken that such a feature 
is old and well known in the art. Virtually all commercial VCR's will have an erase 
function. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this step into the system of Park. It would be 
desirable to do so since this would permit the user to destroy an unauthorized copy of 
the content. 

As for claims 127 and 130, the claim recites substantially the same limitations as 
claim 104 and are therefore rejected on the same basis as is that claim. 

As for claim 105, Park teaches the information signal reproducing device 
according to claim 101, but not further comprising informing means for informing a user 
that the information signals are not reproduced when the additional information cannot 
be detected from the information signals by the additional information detecting means. 
However official notice may be taken that the use of such a step is old and well known 
in the art. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this step into the system of Park. It would be 
desirable to do so since this would aid in the user determination if the content is a valid 
or unauthorized copy. 

As for claim 128, the claim recites substantially the same limitations as claim 105 
and is therefore rejected on the same basis as is that claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 76-92, 106-115, 131, and 145 are allowed. 

9. Claims 95 and 96 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The closest prior art in the field does not teach the combination of features 
found in the independent claims, particularly including: 

As for independent claims 76, 77: the use of medium-related information, 
superimposed on content data, as a control signal controlling usage of the data, 
combined with the claimed apparatus elements used in the manner of the applicant, 

As for independent claims 78, 79, 80, and 88, the use of device-related 
information, superimposed on content data, as a control signal controlling usage of the 
data, combined with the apparatus elements utilized in the manner of the applicant, 

As for claim 95, the use of a spread-spectrum technique to add the device- 
related information to the content data, 
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As for claim 96, the addition of the device-related information to the content data 
as a minute-level signal. 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following US Patent documents teach systems of content 
watermarking and usage control pertinent to the applicant's disclosure: 

Warren etal. 5,719,937 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul E. Callahan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3869. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is: (571) 



Conclusion 



273-8300. 
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